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Synopsis

If not for a stint in reform school, young Louis Armstrong might never have become a musician. It
was a teacher at the Colored Waifs? Home who gave him a cornet, promoted him to band leader,
and saw talent in the tough kid from the even tougher New Orleans neighborhood called Storyville.
But it was Louis Armstrong?s own passion and genius that pushed jazz into new and exciting
realms with his amazing, improvisational trumpet playing. His seventy-year life spanned a critical

time in American music as well as black history.

Book Information

Lexile Measure: 780L (What's this?)

Series: Who Was?

Paperback: 112 pages

Publisher: Grosset & Dunlap; 11/29/04 edition (December 29, 2004)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0448433680

ISBN-13: 978-0448433684

Product Dimensions: 5.4 x 0.3 x 7.6 inches

Shipping Weight: 4 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review: 4.5 out of 5 stars 30 customer reviews

Best Sellers Rank: #105,013 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #4 inA A Books > Children’s Books
> Arts, Music & Photography > Music > Jazz #26 inA A Books > Children’s Books > Biographies >
Musical #191 inA A Books > Children’s Books > Biographies > Multicultural

Age Range: 8 - 12 years

Grade Level: 3 -7

Customer Reviews

Yona Zeldis McDonoughA A is the author of the novelsA A You Were Meant For Me,A A Two of a
Kind,A A A Wedding in Great Neck,A A Breaking the Bank,A A In DahliaA¢a -a,¢s Wake,

andA A The Four Temperaments, as well as nineteen books for children. She is also the editor of
two essay collections and is the Fiction Editor atA A LilithA A magazine. Her award-winning short
fiction, articles, and essays have been published in anthologies and in numerous magazines and

newspapers. She lives in Brooklyn, New York, with her husband and two children.

My second grade son LOVES these books. We have him write us book reports after reading them.



My 7 year old doesn't like to read much but he loved this book!

My daughter chose to do a report on Louis Armstrong because she just started playing trumpet. She
really enjoyed this biography and learned a lot about Louis Armstrong. Her report and project turned
out so nicely that her teacher kept it. Not sure yet if it will be on display for Open House or if she’ll
use it to illustrate what projects can look like to future classes but her project was inspired by one of
the chapters in the book where Louis Armstrong plays at the (Rose?) Ballroom. We recreated the
venue, with stage, brick wall, curtain, and a photo of his band, complete with concert posters on the
outside brick wall! The book was easy to read and age appropriate, as | am sure it glossed over

many, many things in Armstrong’s life. Inspiring story and great book!

love the book. | purchased it for a child who loves to read. they found the book to be fun and

informative and thoroughly enjoyed it. | myself did not read it so i can not comment on the content.

Kids love these bobble-head books! Louis Armstrong, what a man! Inspiring story for 2nd grade

classroom.

My son 10, loved, easy read, all the info was there, perfect for a biography book report.

Highly recommend for young readers! We have a nice collection | cannot help but add more to.

| got this book for my daughter and though it is a great book, she could not fully understand it. It was

a lot of dates to remember through his life. | would recommend getting this book for children ages

10-12. Hope this helped!!
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